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òThereõs nothing to do but party!ó is a refrain 
often heard among UCSB students. Indeed, when 
one looks at the activities available in Isla Vista, 
parties top the list. But many UCSB students 
donõt want to party; and many students who think 
parties are okay would think twice if other, more 
appealing events were available. Thanks to the pas-
sage of a mandatory fee referendum which makes 
available social programming funds to student 
groups, the number and variety of social options 
for UCSB students are on the rise. 

In spring 2003 students voted to òtaxó themselves 
through a quarterly student fee that provides 
funds to UCSBõs Office of Student Life for 
alternative social programming. The Office of 
Student Life makes these funds available via a 
mini-grant proposal process to student groups to 
present alcohol-free or non-alcohol-centered social, 
recreational, and entertainment events scheduled 
on Thursday through Saturday evenings. The 
mini-grant award program is overseen by the 
Alternative Social Programming Committee, a 
student advisory group representing a variety of 
student interests. 

Social Programming ñ 
An Alternative To The IV Party Scene

The response from student groups has been over-
whelming since the program was implemented in 
fall 2003. During the 2003-2004 academic year, 
sixty diverse student groups received more than 
$45,000 in funding to present a wide range of 
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highly appealing programs. Groups presenting 
programs included Nu Kappa Alpha fraternity, 
Hillel, the African American Interns, Hermanos 
Unidos, the Hmong Student Union, Mask & Scroll, 

Womenõs Ensemble Theatre Troupe, and the East 
Indian Bhangra Team. Programs included a hip 
hop competition, a comedy show, a computer gam-
ing tournament, talent shows, and dances.

Priority for funding is typically given to events that 
are free, scheduled after 9:00 p.m., planned for 
traditionally peak social times (e.g., first two weeks 
of the quarter, fall Discovery Days, Halloween, 
etc.), and produced by collaborations of two or 
more groups.

To recognize the efforts of student organizations, 
an Alternative Social Program award will be 
presented as part of the universityõs annual Activi-
ties Award ceremony held in June. This award 
will be presented to the student organization(s) 
whose social, recreational or entertainment event 
or activity is considered the most effective and 
well-organized.

If you are interested in ways you can support 
UCSBõs student-initiated social programming 
efforts, please contact Laurie Hoyle, director of stu-
dent affairs grant development, at (805) 893-5037.

The Division of Student Affairs is pleased to 
announce that construction of its long-antici-
pated Student Resource Building (SRB) will 
begin January 2005. When the SRB opens 
its doors in 2006, UCSB students for the first 
time will have access to critical student services 
located centrally in one state-of-the-art facil-
ity. According to dean of students, Dr. Yonie 
Harris, the SRB òmay be unique in the nation 
in that it is designed to foster social interaction 
and communication among students.ó 

State-of-the-Art Student Resource Building To Open Doors in 2006
Because the SRB will house support services 
rather than academic programs, it is ineligible 
to receive state funds. Students already have 
voted to assess themselves fees to cover a por-
tion of the project costs. Remaining costs will 
be covered by student affairsõ operating funds 
and private contributions. Those interested in 
supporting this important project may direct 
their gifts to particular facilities and/or pro-
grams that will be housed in the SRB. These 

will include the Campus Learning Assistance 
Service (CLAS) which provides tutoring, 
the Womenõs Center and its art gallery and 
library, a center offering child care for student 
families, a computer laboratory, and student 
resource centers. To learn more about the 
SRB, please contact Dr. Yonie Harris at harris-
y@sa.ucsb.edu or Dr. Yolanda Garcia, executive 
director of student academic support services, 
at garcia-y@sa.ucsb.edu.
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