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Does your son or daughter enjoy working with 
people to make a difference in his or her commu-
nity? UCSB Associated Students (AS) is the place 
on campus where undergraduates get involved, 
make a difference, and gain skills that they will 
use to make positive contributions to their com-
munities throughout their lives. Initiatives 
undertaken by students working through Associat-
ed Students at UCSB and around the country have 
had a significant impact locally and internationally. 
The successes of their efforts are a testament to 
the enduring truth of Margaret Meadõs oft quoted 
call to action, òNever doubt that a small group 
of thoughtful, committed citizens can change 
the world.ó Current AS President Miguel Lopez 
strikes a similar chord when he says, òThe legacy 
of student organizing and government is such 
a beautiful and rich part of our campus history. 
We would not have many of the things we have 
today were it not for the students that were here 
yesterday thinking about those of us here today 
and those that will come tomorrow.ó 

UCSB Associated Students is governed by four 
executive officers and a 25-member legislative 
council elected each spring quarter by the under-
graduate student body. In addition, AS boards 
and committees address a wide range of issues 
and work directly in the university and larger 
communities. KCSB, UCõs oldest radio station, 
allows students to present programs and music 
not heard on commercial radio. AS businesses 
provide services to students, including a ticket 
office, publications service that produces class 
readers and lecture notes, and bike shop that 
provides repairs and free maintenance training to 
UCSB students and staff. Administrative support 
is provided by an experienced professional staff 
committed to promoting studentsõ interests.

ASõs greatest strengths are its diversity and its 
commitment to developing leadership skills. 
President Lopez has advocated for underrepre-
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sented communities on campus. He is a strong 
supporter of UC outreach programs and has 
lobbied against rising student fees. The student 
government is currently working on a variety of 
issues, including the redevelopment of Isla Vista 
and ways to manage the impact of statewide 
budget cuts on current and future students. 
Here are some of the many ways that AS makes 
a difference in the campus community:

Å AS boards and committees are all student run. 
They give students opportunities for making 
life-long friends and for making things hap-
pen right now!

Å The student-run AS Shoreline Preservation 
Fund sponsors and funds a wide range of 
environmental projects, including beach 
clean-ups, habitat studies, and the production 

of informational materials that help us protect 
our fragile coastal ecosystem.

Å The AS Community Affairs Board places over 
2,500 student volunteers in community ser-
vice organizations each year. These students 
are devoted to serving the local community. 
Their service puts them in direct contact with 
community members whose personal histories 
are often very different from their own. These 
contacts can be life changing for both parties.

Å AS Program Board events are produced start 
to finish by students. They include concerts, 
movies, and special events. Program Board 
also sponsors a variety of community events, 
many of which actively seek to include under-
represented groups.

Å The AS Womenõs Commission represents and 
advocates for women. It publishes the annual 
Herstory, empowering women by providing a 
literary space for sharing their experiences. It 
also sponsors òTake Back the Night,ó a yearly 
community event that calls attention to the 
reality of violence against women.

Å The Student Commission on Racial Equality 
(SCORE) works to ensure that UCSB provides 
a positive and supportive environment for 
students from diverse cultural backgrounds.

Å The AS Legal Resources Center provides 
free legal advice for students. It is currently 
implementing an internship program that will 
give interested students valuable experience 
by working with local law offices. 

UCSB Associated Students is about building 
community and developing leaders in a safe, 
supportive environment that encourages creativ-
ity and the lively exchange of ideas. The benefits 
of participation are absolutely guaranteed to last 
a lifetime! Associated Students can be contacted 
at (805) 893-2566.

Can you hear me now? Reaching out and making 
connections is the way of life for busy Associated 
Students executive officers. Clockwise from 
upper left: Jewel Love, AS external vice president 
for statewide affairs; Logan Green, AS external 
vice president for local affairs; Miguel Lopez, 
AS president; Denise Aceves, AS internal vice 
president




