
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C A L I F O R N I A ,  S A N T A  B A R B A R A

A Student Affairs Newsletter for Parents
           FALL 2003  VOLUME 5 ISSUE 1

THE DIVISION OF STUDENT AFFAIRS 
is pleased to announce that the 
much-anticipated groundbreak-
ing for the campusõs new Student 
Resource Building (SRB) is sched-
uled for spring 2004. The initial 
idea and momentum for the SRB 
sprang from student leaders who 
were keenly aware of the need for 
an improved facility that would 
house expanded support services 
while providing space for student-
initiated activities. The students 
so believed in the SRB that they 
voted to assess themselves fees to 
help pay for its construction.
When the SRB opens its doors 
in early 2006, UCSB students for 
the first time will have access to 
key student retention and success 
services located centrally in one 
state-of-the-art facility. At SRB, stu-
dents will receive tutoring through 
Campus Learning Assistance 
Services (CLAS) and advising and 
mentoring through the Educa-
tional Opportunity Program. They 
will participate in Rape Prevention 
Education programs and use the 
resources in the Womenõs Center 
library. Fraternities and sororities 
will receive guidance and support 
from Greek Affairs in the Office 
of Student Life. International 
students will come together with 
students from Californiaõs many 
ethnic groups for programs offer-
ing insight into our multi-cultural 
society. 

BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE:
The Student Resource Building

To find out more about the SRB 
and how you can help, please 
contact Valerie Otten, director 
of development for academic 
programs and student affairs, at 
(805) 893-8542 or via email at 
valerie.otten@ia.ucsb.edu.

The three-story SRB will house:
Å Campus Learning Assistance 

Services
Å Orfalea Family Childrenõs 

Center
Å Early Academic Outreach 

Program
Å Educational Opportunity 

Program
Å Education Program for Culture 

Awareness
Å Graduate Division Satellite
Å Office of International Students 

and Scholars
Å Office of Student Life
Å Resource Center for Sexual and 

Gender Diversity
Å Womenõs Center
Å Conference and Meeting Rooms
Å Kitchen
Å Multipurpose Room
Å Open-access Computer Lab
Å Student Lounges

Because the SRB will house sup-
port services rather than academic 
programs, it is ineligible to receive 
capital project monies allocated 
by the California Legislature. We 
are deeply grateful that students 
elected to support the SRB 
through their fees. It is from a 
combination of student fees, Stu-
dent Affairs operating funds, and 
generous support from alumni, 

parents, friends, corporations, and 
foundations that the SRB will be 
constructed, equipped, and fully 
furnished. Funding is still needed, 
for example, for computers in the 
open-access lab, furnishings in the 
student lounges, and media equip-
ment in the multipurpose room. 
Gifts to establish program endow-
ments and a student-initiated activ-
ity fund also are essential.

Our challenge to the SRB architects was to design a building that 
would house key student service departments while attracting and 
welcoming all kinds of students in spaces that would promoteñbut not 
forceñencounters and meaningful connections between students. We 
believe the SRB will be a place where students discover who they are as 
individuals, as groups, and as a larger community.
ñDr. Yonie Harris, Dean of Students
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Under the leadership of the UCSB Alcohol 
and Other Drug and Violence Prevention Task 
Force UCSB continues to collaborate with com-
munity members, the County of Santa Barbara, 
and local law enforcement on a number of ini-
tiatives to reduce high risk drinking by UCSB 
students in the community of Isla Vista. The 
following are highlights of current efforts: 
Parental Notification ñ Since September 
2002 parents of UCSB undergraduates who 
are arrested or cited in Isla Vista for alcohol or 
other drug offenses now receive letters notify-
ing them of the arrest or citation. These letters 
also provide information on resources available 
to assist UCSB students. Between September 
2002 and June 2003 UCSB sent 327 parent 
notification letters. Comparison with data on 
the number of UCSB students arrested and 
cited for AOD offenses during the previous fall 
quarter (prior to implementation of parental 
notification), shows a 45% decrease in UCSB 
students arrested or cited after implementation 
of parental notification.
Extension of Jurisdiction ñ UCSB is 
now in the third year of extending jurisdiction 
of the campus conduct system to students off 
campus who are charged with violence, threats 
of violence, sexual harassment, stalking, and 
hazing. Since jurisdiction has been extended 
off campus six students have been sent to hear-
ing and all six were suspended from school.
Community Safety Ordinance ñ This 
new ordinance was approved by the Santa Bar-
bara County Board of Supervisors in summer 
of 2002 and actively supported by the univer-
sity. The Community Safety Ordinance allows 
the Isla Vista Foot Patrol to close down parties 
that create a public nuisance; that is, parties 
where three or more crimes are occurring (e.g., 
minor in possession of alcohol, assaults, etc.), 
objects are being thrown, slam dancing is tak-
ing place, or a keg is in view from the street. 
This new ordinance has been used successfully 
so far without the need for issuing citations for 
failure to comply.
Property Owner Notification ñ Proper-
ty owner notification was implemented with sup-
port from the university and the community 
by the Isla Vista Foot Patrol in February 2003. 
Under this program the Foot Patrol notifies 
rental property owners and managers when cer-
tain instances of unacceptable or unruly behav-
ior occur at their Isla Vista properties. Letters 
are sent when there are chronic problems such 
as large parties where minors are being served 
alcohol or numerous noise violations. Fifteen 
letters have been sent so far and property own-
ers in Isla Vista have been responsive. 

Highlights of UCSB Alcohol and 
Other Drug Abuse Prevention Initiatives

Del Playa Property Owner Association ñ 
Under the leadership of the Isla Vista Alcohol 
and Other Drug (IV AOD) Council (a com-
munity based coalition) efforts are being made 
to organize owners and managers of rental 
properties on Del Playa, the street in Isla Vista 
where many large open parties take place. 
This effort is underway to ensure their leases 
prohibit kegs and large parties and that rental 
property owners are responsive to Foot Patrol 
letters under the Property Owner Notification 
Program.
Keg Registration ñ The IV AOD Coun-
cil is also pursuing an important change in 
California State law. Currently kegs purchased 
in Isla Vista are identified by an easily remov-
able paper tag. The IV AOD Council and the 
university are asking that the state Alcohol 
Beverage Control agency institute a more per-
manent identification and tracking system on 
kegs. This will allow law enforcement to more 
easily identify people who have purchased kegs 
and hold them accountable for how the kegs 
are used.
Conditional Use Permits ñ In collabora-
tion with the County, the IV AOD Council and 
the university are pursuing a conditional use 
permit for new businesses in Isla Vista who 
wish to sell alcohol. These permits set condi-
tions on how alcohol can be sold (e.g., requir-
ing that food sales be the primary basis for a 
new business).
Orientation Presentations ñ Freshmen 
attending Orientation this summer heard a 
more direct message from UCSB about alcohol 
use, community membership, campus stan-
dards, and student responsibility. New students 
at each Orientation session were joined by 
their parents for an address by the dean of stu-
dents and an academic dean from the College 
of Letters and Science. In addition, parents 
were provided with information about the 
dangers of high risk drinking among college 
students in the òFirst Year Issuesó presentation 
that takes place during Parent Orientation.
Alcohol-Free, Alternative Social/
Cultural Programming ñ This year in 
addition to ongoing Weekend Spotlight adver-
tising in the Daily Nexus student newspaper, 
the Office of Student Life is offering mini-
grants to student groups wishing to organize 
student-initiated weekend social programming. 
Funding for these events (ranging from $300 
to $1000) comes from a new mandatory stu-
dent fee passed by students in spring of 2003. 
In addition, several prominent faculty members 
are working with student affairs administrators 
to bring more cultural activities to the communi-
ty of Isla Vista as another alternative to the large 
open parties that dominate the social scene.

21st Birthday E-mails ñ For the second 
year, UCSB students turning 21 will receive 
an e-mail from the vice chancellor for student 
affairs containing happy birthday wishes and 
encouragement to celebrate responsibly. The 
e-mail, with its practical tips for celebrating 
safely, has been positively received by students.
Residence Hall Peers ñ In addition to 
ongoing peer education efforts on alcohol and 
drugs offered through Student Health Service, 
a new effort has begun this year to establish 
health advocate chairs in the residence halls. 
Students elected to this position serve as 
liaisons between residence hall students and 
professional health educators at Student Health 
Service. Health advocate chairs regularly com-
municate health needs and concerns expressed 
by students and plan educational programs on 
a variety of health issues, including alcohol and 
other drugs.
Brief Motivational Interviewing ñ 
UCSB health professionals and residence life 
staff are among the many people on campus 
being trained to provide brief non-judgmental 
interventions with students, a technique that 
has proven effective among college students in 
reducing alcohol use. By asking a few well-cho-
sen questions about alcohol use, brief motiva-
tional interviewing helps change behavior by 
encouraging self-reflection.
For more information about UCSBõs compre-
hensive efforts to reduce high risk drinking 
and its negative consequences among students 
and in the community of Isla Vista, please 
contact Ian Kaminsky, director of alcohol and 
other drug programs, at (805) 893-2633 or 
Debbie Fleming, associate dean of students, at 
(805) 893-4094.




